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1. On the basis of available information. Headquarters feels that ASTRCHSKI 
is, at best, an opportunist; at the vary worst, it is possible that he might be 
probably unwittingly - an instamment of the HIS. Because or this it is 
Is^jrobable that clearance to cooperate with him would be granted. Therefore, 
it is recosnended that any relations with ASTWWKI be conducted with utmost 
caution. This, however, does not preclude exploratory talks in an attest to 
discover as nearly as possible, the strength of the B®. ^ 

2. B eadqm rters discussions also reflect unfavorably on the principle of 
IP HMPTy at tes ting to ftanw r two rival political factions to cooperate. 
Therefore, should future exploration of the ASTBOfSKI group reveal that the 
above mentioned doubts are mf eroded and should it also be discovered that 

sfrla grmv/baTaB 5^^b^agent-«aadidate reserroir, it la then enggwrtad 
that the BCE be treated as a completely separate operation functioning with 
separate support, tr aining facilities, «te a 

3. Attached la tL 3 analysis of the reports eutaittad ty 1SIRCUSKI. 
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1* Although it is ©aliped that the following questions have considered 
by the field, they are expressed here as indicating this Case Officer's 
*c reflections. Tfe following in, therefore, submitted for your gmaj 
perusal and fear, sqgestlons nt or comments you my wish to 

2 . bis */ 

In pom 2 of \frn'nn*^ill»|i»ti^T|Jfy) 1STB0USKI claim that "the British 
were interests rely in the proc u rement of military Intelligence", bat at 
the wane time ^>o that "the British did not seem interested in operations 
into the -Mf if interested, were unable to do anything about it". 
as ASTBCWSK1' •- * ^f?ed assets (and BIS must also have been so informed) pr es ent 
extensive - dneo gathering potentialities, it does not appear plausible 

that the K TS shold have neglected to exploit the BCR unless: 

a. After ^castigating ASTOCWSKI, had decided that t h e se claims were 
largely ^completely unfounded, 

b. Bmd deided that ASTRCWSKI has been misinformed or deliberately misled 
to believethat such contacts exist, 

c. Had ucovered that the assets are RIS monitored or are RXS 
fabrinatons or provocations, 

d. W llscovered that although ISTRCVSKT s assets may be existent, 
his arsni nation, the BCR, is unable to undertake such missions into 



or that his organisation is Insecure for such penetration missions. 



It ^BXS^jla 



e. T^'(and this is rather unlikely) it j^BIS^ia actually unable or 
tnwillfV' to B»et ASTMWSEC'e demands. Regardless of vhat AS q ROWSKI , s 

o the BIS may have been, political ^Sp^financial, it appears more 
that the BIS would have attempted, meet amriiHiiily, to exploit 
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3. According to the minutes which were submitted to Headquarters covering 
the conference held between £. U C -^3 and SIS, it 

appears that SIS is willing to allow KUBARK to procure- agent candidates 
who are members of ASTRCVSKPe group located in the United Kingdom. It 
appears to the undersigned that SIS might posslfai^requeet, once any operations 
xx are launched, all operational intelligence information obtained or requester 
to be coordinators of any such penetration undertakings. The above, then, 
result*^ that SIS gaini^full benefit of KUBARK successes without having to 
expend their funds or resources. This, by the same token, affords STS an 
o ppo r t unity to evaluate the BCR as to its cleanliness of HIS implications 



andjfe basis for determining their future operational interests with this 
emigre group. 

4. The report written by ASTRCWSKI in August (Ref B, Attachment C, Page 2) 
mentions the improbability that RADKEVKH "has helped many Byelorussian 
partisans to get Jobe in the militia or the secret police" . The above 
statement, however, is refuted by Lt. Col* ZARECHNTI in his report to 
ASIROWSKI (Ref C, Attachment B, Page 2, report titled Renort on the Byelorussian 
Underground Movement ) if we assume that Gen* R* is one and the same RADIEVICH 
mentioned by ASTRWSKI. In this latter report it is claimed that a Gen. R. and 
hie Icicle OK. . . , . . directly aided Byelorussian partisans in acquiring "legal 
existence and responsible positions". Noting that the latter ZARECHNYI repaft 
claims many more assets thaA is found in Ref B ( submitted to £Z, —3 

in September 1952) the undersigned forwards the following as possible* $*> 
j a * ASTROBSKI, fearing KUBARK was not particularly impressed by his 

August visit, decided to throw the wind, and, therefore, cl aimed 
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i^>otentlalitJ.ea . A(^iLb . ASTRCWSKI, believing KUEAHK to be In 
^ rf '" — — — • ... . . 1 ^ 

desperate need for agent candidates, decided to present potentialities which 
he believed KURflRK could not overlook, a. ASTROfSKI, finding himself 

in desperate need for funds or political prestige, decided upon this course 
of action as m last resort tqf^meli orate) his position. 



It is noticed that ASTRCWSKPs claims concerning his contacts (regardless^ 
of vhether these are in Poland or Byelorussia) offer the following as doubtful : 
a. That an Important personality such nfl as Gen. R. would have remained 
uncovered in his role as a defector, or that Gen. R. would have survived 
the many investigations conducted by Security Forces prior to his 
obtaining a ministerial appointment. (If this Gen. R • is RADKEVIGH 
fRADmiBCZ|, then it becomes almost impossible to assign any credence 
to ASTROWSKPs claims^ It is Irni^rnnhl e that RADKEVICH, 

NKVD- trained, appointed by Moscow as Chief of fnl 4g> ^ ri iR .r a position 



he has held since 1944, alleged to be in direct contact with BERIA, and 



reportedly being more highly trusted than Marshall ROKO^VSKl/-could be 
sympathetic to any partisan forces!.) 

b. If Gen. R. is someone else than RADKKVICH, it is nevertheless unlikely 
that he is allowed to conduct or support partisans unless the RIS is 
monitoring Gen. R, in his clandestine role on the assumption that 
considerably more can be gained by monitoring tactics than by completely 



-could be 



annihil atin g 



resistance movement. It is also possible that the RIS 



is sponsoring Gen. R, in his clandestine activity which ih«n result^ — 
In eff ect, >Chati the resistance movement is an unwitting organ of the RTS 
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c. That Soviet Security organs, possibly unaware of Gen. R*s. role in 



partisan affairs, are probably 



cognizant, by this time, of his 



appointing individuals of known unrel lability to responsible positions, o* 
— • » "•■"OU. y* J ^ Kl*^+4 *„ p 4 ^ J 

5* Analysis of ASlROtfSKI 1 s Alleged Assets 

In screening the reports submitted to A IS by ASTRCWSKI, the undersigned 

observes the followings 

a. ASTROtfSKPs description of the coammi cation system, by which he 
obtained knowledge bf partisan activities, appears to be rather poorly 
administered* That premise being true, then little doubt remains that 
the HIS Is completely aware of the partisans* identities, the groups* 
locations, their activities, and their plans. 

.ib. In that AS1RCWSII is claiming an unusually large amount of assets 
11 behind the Iron Curtain; this tends to Indicate fabrication and/or 
provocation. 

c. In listing his assets, ASTRCWSKI contradicts basic assumptions as 
4 regards Internal Soviet policies. By stating that numerous former 
Byelorussian partisans are presently employed within State Security 
Services, ASTROWSKI is attempting to have AIS believe that no RIS or 
UB security checks and clearances are conducted on the applicants. 

As the security xk forces^ are largely ^Cj^ Pm^ is^ party members, ASEUWSKI, 
by inference, is further claiming that^l^ have succeeded In Joining the 
CP. In addition^ A otRCWSKI claims that l the second, though less powerful, 
underground group is composed mainly of people deported from Byelorussia 
between 1944 and 1946, bujj^J^eo^^nation iu- fuL«aillUd as to how these 
deported people returned to the BSSR. It appears that ASTRCWSKI Infers 
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that little control is excercized over deportees, but all information 

^ — 

known to the undersigned indicates* strong me asures are ex ertad An 

, — vkpn&t— - 

re straini ng ^peo pl e| fr om returning to their fo rmer place of nonft— im . 

In conclusion, ASTRCVSKPs claims indicate that these assets are known 

to his secret operations section, but he admits that there has been no 

contact, other than written, since the spring of 1946* I n the last 

therefore, there Is no definite proof that these assets still 

exist, or, if existent, remain free from RIS control. 

d. ASTRCWSKPs eagerness to combine the BCR "in all operational phases" 
with the CAMBIST! 1 organisation presents the following as possible* Being 
denied by the BIS the definite prestige of possessing a functioning 
clandestine network, ASTRCWSKI, attempting to organize his own political 
unit, has approached the A IS for purely political expediency. It would 

be more likely, should ASTRCWSKI possess such contacts in tl^e^SSR^ to insist 
that AIS cease operatio nal contacts with CAMBIST! 1, thereby denying CAMBIST! 
1 the benefits of such penetrations. Furthermore, by agreeing to cooperate 
with CAMBIST! 1 in clandestine operations, ASTRCWSKI would be denying himself 
the inherent propaganda value in having his organization being the sole emigre 
group successfully operating for the liberation of the Byelorussian people. 

e. let another aspect worth considering is that according to CAMBIST! 10, 
ASTRCWSKI did not reorganize the BCR until 1946 J this, then, tends to 
indicate that any information known concerning resistance within the BSSR 
would be known to the Headquarters personnel in the BNR. ASTRCWSKI reports, 
however, that no information was received by him, except by mail, since the 
spring of 1948. This, therefore, indicates that "Captain kail Vasily S" 
returne^gg|^.to the spring of 1946, and si muUaneously, prior to ASTRCWSKI ' s 
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forming the BCR. It, therefore, becomes doubtful that the information 
brought back b y Captain Vasily S. would not have become known among the 
BW. leadership, nor does it seem likely that the BXR would not have been 
knowledgeable of Captain Vasily H S's mission. Had the BKR been aware 
of this^ Captain, bis name vould y^nrtaZnly ^ve figured mors prominently 
than It has to date. It is difficult to reconcile that the BCR and Capta 
Vasily S's Information arose concurrently a^ without the BHR ever strong! 
considering ASTRCWSKI as being anything but an oppor tu nist. I 



The undersigned also questions that CAMBIST* 1 cannot act in any other 
mmrm+rr than by cooperating with KUEARK. To da£e, all correspondence Indicates 
that CAMBIST* 1 is strongly opposed to the BCR and that It has considerable 

4 

doubts as to ASTRQfSKI’s genuine es. It is quite possible that CAMBIST* 1 . 

would prefer severing any operational contact with KUBARK rather thai ^-— r ^ 



endangering themselves, or their agents, to what 



1 jbelievea "may be 
fe, appears to have 



a Soviet controlled organization". CAMBIST* 1, furthei'iBOre, appears to hav 
definite and powerful motivation in its aims and ambitions. Therefore, it 



does not seem likely that CAMBIST* 1 would compromise to villi 



collaborate 



with the BCR whom they consider an opporUmist organization. There also seems 
to be some doubts that the financial backing that is supplied by KUBARK is so 
great tha^AMBISTA 1 could not possibly refuse KUBARK merger proposals. The 
possibility always remains that CAMBIST* 1 would attempt to find support far 
its activities elsewhere. In any case, whether it agreed to collaborate with 
the BCR or not, KUBARK-CAMBISTA relations would certainly becoane more strained. 

Should KUBARK insist and realize success in establishing this proposed 
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collaboration, any leakage of such KDBARK pressure among the ealgratloo-at- 
large might result In serious complications with other ealgre grave. 
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